„Improvement of co-operatives’ legislation for promotion of social coherence”

1. Project relevance/context
1.1. Context

The International Co-operative Principles due to legal status of ICA do not constitute rules of international law. Due to historical reasons this problem affects particularly the so called NMS countries, whereas the development of the co-operative sector has been broken after 1945. The organic development of co-operatives’ law in EU-12 prevented the enforcement of co-operative principles and values. The absence of consistent enforcement and recognition of the extra obligations based on co-operative principles and values the co-ops of NMS both at EU and at national level are in competitive disadvantage.  To achieve the role of co-operatives in NMS the Hungarian and Polish National Co-operative Councils submitted to European Parliament petition asking their activity concerning legislation.

1.2 Solution

The proposal from two National Co-operative Councils should be more applicable by European Parliament if this need is confirmed by background analysis and the proposal to the legal text from New Member States. The V4 collaboration is an optimal frame to harmonize these documents due to their common, but slightly different processes after 1990. 

Due to the historical background of New Member States these activity can also highlight to such context of co-operative development which is innovative related to application of co-operative principles as well.  

1.3 Regional Relevance

 The economic and social development of co-operative sector seriously differed after Second World War In Europe. The access of new members after 1990 based on the adaptation of EU legislation in which related to the co-operatives aren’t binding legal text. As we mentioned above the regional differences of co-operative legislation on level of New Member States can modelling on V4 level, therefore this analysis can help both to V4 countries and to all New Member States to reach an harmonized proposal to eliminate the roots of disadvantaged position of co-operatives in these countries. According to the proposal of two National Co-operative Councils to European Parliament there is essential providing such documents which exceed the national frames.     

2. Project objectives
2.1. Main project objective 

The main objective of the project is the preparation of adequate background analysis and documents for European Parliament to the co-operative’s legislation. By this way the petitioners can fulfill their commitments offered in petition.

2.2 Specific project objectives 

	Objective
	Short explanation

	Identification of differences and difficulties in the co-operative legislation in the V4 countries related to ICA principles
	Due to different reconstruction of V4 countries’ economy and society the development of co-operative sector differs in each country. Therefore the application of ICA principles occurs with slightly different manner, so to the expected    binding force the partners have to identify the key issues. 

	Preparation of harmonized position for binding legislation 
	Based on the specific objective 1 the partners have to prepare the harmonised proposal to the legislation. This proposal together with the background analysis can be a preparatory document to EC and EP helping their acceptance to their legislative activity.

	Introduction of common position to the  decision- makers, and preparation of the proposal to EU level 
	The proposal for text of legislation has to introduce to the decision- makers to convince them concerning its importance and applicability. 


3. Project phases

	From
	Until
	Description of the phase

	19/06/2017
	10/09/2017
	Finalization of project planning and preparation

	26/06/2017
	30/06/2017
	Submission of questionnaire to the analysis 

	01/08/2017
	15/08/2017
	Analysis of answer related questionnaire, parallel  research in professional literature

	16/08/2017
	19/09/2017
	Final preparation of conference in Budapest

	21/09/2017
	21/09/2017
	1 day conference of partners in Budapest with news conference

	22/09/2017
	10/10/2017
	Conference documentation

	22/09/2017
	15/10/2017
	Preparation of conference in Brussels

	20/10/2017
	25/10/2017
	1 day conference in Brussels with decision makers

	25/10/2017
	10/11/2017
	Conference documentation

	25/10/2017
	25/11/2017
	Project documentation, closing and reporting of project


4. Budget

Total project cost (€):
26040.00

Expected grant budget (€):
14065.00

Fund's share (%):
54.01
